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Football tournament in Maungdaw ends with dispute between communities
Maungdaw Daily News reported about the final of the CDNH football
tournament in Maungdaw on 14 December 2021. According to the
report, locals heavily criticized the referees of the match for being
biased. During the football match, the Three Stars team with a
majority of Rohingya players and the Laywatty team with a majority
of Rakhine players competed against each other and the team with
the majority of Rakhine players won at the end.
Spectators of the final said that the Rohingya majority team was bullied by the
Rakhine-majority team, but the referees ignored it. The supporters of the Rakhine-majority
team also reportedly threw verbal threats at the players of the Rohingya-majority team,
local people told Maungdaw Daily News.
Human rights activists told Maungdaw Daily News that if the Rohingya-majority team had
won against the Rakhine-majority team, a conflict like in 2021 could have erupted. Local
people question whether the December Invitational Freestyle Football Tournament, hosted
by CDNH, the Center For Diversity and National Harmony, could do more harm than good
and be a source of additional tension between the two communities. A lawyer who spoke
on condition of anonymity told Maungdaw Daily News that it was of critical importance to
prevent such incidents from happening again in the future. An injured member of the
Rohingya-majority team is being treated at Maungdaw Public Hospital and eyewitnesses

said that some Rohingya supporters were physically assaulted and some were injured
when the police beat them.
The post on the Maungdaw Daily News Facebook page so far has almost 700 reactions, 176
comments and 139 shares (by 11 pm on 15 December 2021). Many commentators point
out that the referee's alleged support for the Rakhine-majority team was racial
discrimination against the Rohingya-majority team while some claim that the desire to win
a football match may have caused both teams to play rough, but that there was no
intention from anybody to cause trouble between the two communities.

“Due to the long absence of football matches in Maungdaw,
both the team and the supporters seem to have lost their
athletic spirit.”1
“In Rakhine State, the practice of bullying the minority by the
majority will never end. How, then, will it ever be a peaceful
place? All communities in Rakhine need to give up these rude
habits.”2

“Did anyone record a video via mobile phone on the abuse of
Muslims as stated in the report? If not, who can believe it?
You should present some evidence.”3

“Yes, This is absolutely right. Fuck the referee. Although the
Muslim-majority team lost according to the scoresheet, I
think it's a team that has won 100 per cent psychologically.
Actually, CDNH organized this tournament to promote social
cohesion between Muslims and Rakhine. However, with the
desire to win, both teams got rough while playing football.
The referee also needs to be impartial.”4
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Screenshot of comment by FB user Chit Htoo Khaing taken at 1 pm on 15 December 2021
Screenshot of comment by FB user Bilal Hakim taken at 1 pm on 15 December 2021
Screenshot of comment by FB user Peace Fahd taken at 1 pm on 15 December 2021
Screenshot of comment by FB user Saw Thiha Aung taken at 1 pm on 15 December 2021
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Short interview with CDNH on the Maungdaw football tournament
The Rakhine Communication Hub (RCH) conducted a short end-of-tournament interview
with Aung Kyaw Moe, the in-charge for CDNH responsible for the football tournament in
Maungdaw Township.
RCH:
Can you tell us a bit more about the final of the tournament that was played yesterday?
Aung Kyaw Moe;
“Yes, the two teams that made it to the final were ‘Laywatty’ and ‘Three Stars’. The final score was
4-2 for Laywatty. So the Laywatty team won the first prize.”
RCH:
These teams are mixed teams? Because people are talking about the Muslim-majority team
and the Rakhine-majority team that played in yesterday’s tournament.
Aung Kyaw Moe;
“As you know, each team has six Muslims, six Rakhine, four other ethnicities, and two managers
from different communities, So according to the team structure, every single team has 18
members. However, there are only 11 players on the field and they are also in the lineup. The
rest of the players are substitutes. It is up to the relevant team members to decide whether
Muslims or Rakhine should be the majority in the lineup. So, you are right. There are six Rakhine,
three Muslims and two from other ethnicities in the Laywatty team and there are also six
Muslims, two Rakhine, and three from other ethnicities in the Three Stars team.”
RCH:
Did all of the members of both teams agree on this team structure? How do you know
whether there is disagreement among the players?
Aung Kyaw Moe;
“Well, as an organizer who led this tournament, I would say, no matter what we do, we tend to
prioritize social cohesion between different communities. We always avoid actions that could
lead to misunderstandings between communities. I would like to tell you a little bit about how
we work in all competitions. Firstly, we are openly announcing the starting line-up of both teams.
Then we conduct a meeting between the two teams to get to know each other and have the

chance to oppose the list of the lineup players on both sides. Only when all the members of both
teams are satisfied with the list of the starting lineup, we start the tournament.”
RCH:
On social media, especially on Facebook, many people criticized the referee for standing by
the Rakhine-majority team throughout the match. What do you say about that?
Aung Kyaw Moe;
“We hired expert referees from the Rakhine State Refereeing Federation because we knew that
the referees might be criticized for being biased. Let me just say that the referees in the final
tournament acted in accordance with their skills to the end.”
RCH:
The Muslims who came to watch the tournament were also insulted by the Rakhine people.
According to a report on social media, discrimination was reportedly rampant there. What
can you say about that?
Aung Kyaw Moe;
“The main objective of this sports programme is to promote mutual understanding and social
cohesion between different communities. That is why we always make sure that football fans do
not discriminate against each other. For example, due to the preventive measures on COVID-19,
masks were distributed free of charge to all football fans from different communities. We also
plan not to charge anyone who enters the stadium. As it was the final, we kept the fans from
fighting with each other properly. I can say that there was no problem.”
RCH:
The Maungdaw Daily News, a Maungdaw-based media outlet, questioned the purpose of
the CDNH's tournament in its report. Have you read that report since it was widely spread
on Facebook? What would you like to respond?
Aung Kyaw Moe;
“Yes, I have seen the report. I just want to say it reflects on the one-sided voice of the fans
dissatisfied with the loss of the final result. As I said earlier, the purpose of our organization on
this sports programme is just to focus on social cohesion. However, we regret to read in the
report the things mentioned around the tournament with the name of our organization.”
RCH:
Can you explain how the award ceremony was organized?

Aung Kyaw Moe;
“Yes, the teams were awarded the first, second, third and consolation prizes. Two Muslims won
were among the four best individual players who were given awards.”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Over 100 Rohingya given long prison sentences in Maungdaw Township
Western News posted a report on 15 December 2021 saying that the
Maungdaw Township court sentenced over one hundred Muslims to
five years in prison under the Immigration Act. According to the article,
they were on a smuggling boat carrying 228 people (226 Muslims and
two Bamars) on the way to Malaysia near the Rakhine coast when it
was seized by the Myanmar navy.
Of the 228 people, the two Bamars and 109 Muslims were sentenced to five years in prison
under Section 13(1) of the Immigration Act by the Maungdaw Township Court on 14
December 2021 according to the lawyers. A Maungdaw-based lawyer said that 35 children
under the age of 10 who were among those detained have been handed over to their
parents and the rest who are under 18 years of age are still facing a lawsuit.
Section 13(1) of the Immigration Act states: “Whoever enters or attempts to enter the Union of
Burma or whoever after legal entry remains or attempts to remain in the Union of Burma in
contravention of any of the provisions of this Act or the rules made there under or any of the
conditions set out in any permit or visa shall be punished with imprisonment for a term.” The
penalty is a minimum of six months to a maximum of five years, a minimum fine of 1,500
kyats, or both.
The post has over 1.3K reactions, 38 comments and 135 shares so far (by 4 pm on 15
December 2021) and many commentators suggest the authorities should let the Rohingya
people go freely to their destination rather than arresting and imprisoning them.

“Why do the authorities send these people to prison, even
though they have suffered so much? They may try to improve
their lives in five years in other countries, but now they have
to spend that time in prison.”5
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Screenshot of comment by FB user Aung Kyaw taken at 4 pm on 15 December 2021

“These people are not allowed to stay in their own
country and are not allowed to go to another country by
the authorities.”6

“If they were released, where would they be sent? Rakhine
or Bangladesh?”7

“Well, I think Min Aung Hlaing will release those detainees
in prisons since he wants to get recognition from the
international community. Let’s see what will happen
next.”8
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Official night patrols ordered in Sittwe, including military troops
Development Media Group reported on 14 December 2021 that
the Rakhine State Administration Council (RSAC) ordered its
security forces to conduct night patrols in Sittwe where a series of
thefts and robberies has taken place. According to the minutes of
an RSAC meeting on 13 December 2021, the collaboration teams
that will include military troops, police, ward administrators and
some members from Sittwe-based Civil Society Organisations will
be on security patrols as thefts and other crimes increase in Sittwe.
The night patrol is seen as positive news for peace and stability of the community in Sittwe,
but locals say they are concerned about the Myanmar military's involvement. “This is not a
military issue. Locals are worried about what would happen if the army were involved in this,”
said a resident in Sittwe. Due to the rise of thefts, the residents in some wards in Sittwe are
paying private nighttime guards to protect their neighborhoods. The authorities did not say
when the night patrol would start. 98 cases of violent crime, robbery, theft and similarly
severe offenses were reported in Rakhine State from January to September of this year,
according to the state police.
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Screenshot of comment by FB user Pyone Tae May taken at 4 pm on 15 December 2021
Screenshot of comment by FB user Zaw Zaw taken at 4 pm on 15 December 2021
Screenshot of comment by FB user Thaw Sein Kyi taken at 4 pm on 15 December 2021

The DMG Facebook post has over 2.5K reactions, 137 comments and 156 shares so far (by
6 pm on 15 December 2021) and many commentators question whether the police are
incapable of arresting thieves since military troops and local Civil Society Organisations
(CSOs) are included in the collaboration teams to conduct the night patrols. Some consider
that the Myanmar military is trying to expand its administration in Sittwe by using the
pretext of cracking down on thieves.

“Well, the Military dogs' plans are absolutely crazy. They did
not arrest any culprits to increase the theft. Now they will
expand the presence of the military troops in the city under
the pretext of cracking down on thieves.”9

“How many thieves have been arrested by the police? As a
result, locals no longer report theft to the police. Now they
are staging jokes for the local people.”10

“Why are the military troops and Civil Society Organisation
involved in cracking down on thieves? Is the police not even
capable of catching thieves anymore?”11

“It would be better if the CSOs took the lead in providing
security for the community.”12

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Commander-in-Chief congratulates on Rakhine Day via state media
“The message sent by Chairman of the State Administration Council Prime Minister Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing to the ceremony to mark the 47th Anniversary of Rakhine State Day
Screenshot of comment by FB user Min Min Min taken at 6 pm on 15 December 2021
Screenshot of comment by FB user Kyaw Nyunt taken at 6 pm on 15 December 2021
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Screenshot of comment by FB user Min Zan taken at 6 pm on 15 December 2021
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Screenshot of comment by FB user Min Zan taken at 6 pm on 15 December 2021
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which falls on 15 December 2021” is the lengthy headline of a front-page article in the de
facto authorities’ English-language propaganda tool The Global New Light of Myanmar on
15 December 2021.
Given the fact that tens of thousands of people in Rakhine are still living in camps and
makeshift sites for internally displaced persons after two years of fighting between the
Tatmadaw and the Arakan Army (2018-2020), starting the message with the words
“Esteemed Rakhine ethnic nationals” sounds rather cynical. The Commander-in-Chief then
“extend(s) greetings to national brethren residing in the Rakhine State and all ethnic national
people from the whole nation to enjoy the physical and mental wellbeing with auspiciousness on
today’s 47th Anniversary of Rakhine State Day.”
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing praises Rakhine and the Rakhine people for their rich
history: “The Rakhine State possesses a long history of ancient Rakhine ethnic nationals with
abundant cultural heritages. As the historical shreds of evidence prove that Rakhine literature
has been flourishing since the Danyawady era, it is a state possessing invaluable ancient cultural
heritages in literature, culture and customs arenas. Since the reigns of ancient Rakhine kings to
date, Buddhist monks and layman authors, as well as Rakhine national scholars and
professionals, have emerged in the Rakhine State. And, it should take pride in those Rakhine
nationals who served the State interests.”
After saying that “Rakhine State is poor in the transport sector due to geographical conditions
and it lags (in terms of) development behind other regions,” Min Aung Hlaing continues by
claiming that “the Tatmadaw government in its tenure” has improved the infrastructure
significantly so that “ethnic nationals have easy access to other areas of national brethren of
the Union by cutting the time, aimed at enhancing the friendly relations among the ethnic
nationals.”
The Commander-in-Chief mentions efforts in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic and also
refers to the de facto authorities’ “five-point road map and nine objectives.” He says: “Much
progress can be seen in the security, peace and tranquility of the Rakhine State thanks to
concerted efforts of the people from the state. As Myanmar is home to the rural people,
accounting for more than 70 per cent, it is necessary to mitigate the development gap between
the rural and urban areas to the least percentage, the government is considering the
improvement of the life of rural people from the Rakhine State. Only then would the Rakhine
State have the growth of long-term interests.”
Neither the conflict with the Arakan Army, nor the situation of the Rohingya or the Rakhine
IDPs in Rakhine State were mentioned in Min Aung Hlaing’s address on the occasion of
Rakhine Day 2021.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
“The Myanmar Military is a Terrorist Organisation Under Law”
“The Myanmar Military is a Terrorist Organisation Under Law” is the
title of the latest briefing paper published on 14 December 2021 by
the SAC-M, the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar. The SAC-M’s
members are Yanghee Lee, Former UN Special Rapporteur on the
situation of human rights in Myanmar, Marzuki Darusman, Former
Chair of the UN Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on
Myanmar and Chris Sidoti, Former Member of the UN Independent
International Fact-Finding Mission on Myanmar.
The SAC-M briefing says that “the level of sheer cruelty being inflicted on people in Myanmar by
the junta is unmatched in terms of recent human rights atrocities being reported in other parts
of the world.”
Myanmar people have labelled the junta a “terrorist organisation” since shortly after the 1
February coup. The SAC-M briefing now provides an overview of relevant national and
international law on terrorism. It outlines three core elements that are required under law
to constitute an act of terrorism: first, there must be intentional action to take hostages,
cause death or serious injury or to use lethal or other violence against members of the
general population; second, the action must be intended to provoke a state of terror in the
general public, or to compel a government to do or abstain from doing something; third,
the action must be a serious criminal offence under national or international law.
In conclusion, the briefing paper demonstrates that the Myanmar military junta is a
terrorist organisation as defined in national and international law and concludes that it
should be designated and treated as such.
The eight-page briefing paper is available for download in English.
On the SAC-M’s Twitter channel (followers), the tweet leading to the briefing document so
far has 222 retweets, 523 quote tweets and 256 likes (by 3 pm on 15 December 2021). Most
of the commentators fully agree with the SAC-M assessment.
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Latest COVID-19 figures (countrywide and in Rakhine State)
The latest countrywide COVID-19 figures given by the Ministry of
Health and Sports (MoHS) at 8 pm on 15 December 202117 show
229 new positive cases out of 17,200 tests done over the last 24
hours (positivity rate of 1.33%, taking the total to 527,503.
Another four deaths were also officially recorded over the same
period, taking the COVID-19 death toll in Myanmar to 19,197.
In Rakhine State, the latest information on COVID-19 is from from Thi Kyar Say Chin Ngwe
Thazin- သိကြားစေချင်ငွေသဇင်, the official page of the Spokesperson of the Rakhine State
Screenshot of comment by Twitter user naingnaingaung taken at 3 pm on 15 December 2021
Screenshot of comment by Twitter user Charming Fu Qing taken at 3 pm on 15 December 2021
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Screenshot of comment by Twitter user Xun-ling Au taken at 3 pm on 15 December 2021
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Screenshot of comment by Twitter user Anrike Visser taken at 3 pm on 15 December 2021
17
https://www.facebook.com/MinistryOfHealthMyanmar/posts/5076032969092634 (15 December 2021)
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Administration Council, who quotes the figures provided by the Rakhine State Public Health
Department as of 14 December 2021. According to their count, there are 5,206 positive
COVID-19 cases (six new cases over the last 24 hours) in the third wave of the pandemic so
far and the death toll remains at 501 (one new death over the last 48 hours).
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Additional reading
The Rakhine Communication Hub is keeping a timeline of curated news articles up to date
since the coup on 1 February 2021. The continuously updated news timeline can be
accessed here (scroll or jump to the right for the latest articles).
Latest items added (15 December 2021):
●
●
●
●
●
●

The Despairing Stage of Shan State Education under Coup Government (BNI Online)
Myanmar shadow government declares stablecoin USDT an official currency
(CoinTelegraph)
Myanmar public urges gas sanctions to stop military funding (AP News)
Telling our own stories’: Rohingya lives, through a camera lens (The New
Humanitarian)
U.S. looking at whether Myanmar treatment of Rohingya is genocide (msn / Reuters)
'Don't Bother Me' Hun Sen Tells Critics of Plan to Meet Myanmar Junta Leader (The
Irrawaddy)

______________________________________________________________________________________________
Disclaimer
The Rakhine Communication Hub (RCH) is continuously monitoring local media and social
media (with a focus on Facebook) in Rakhine State and beyond in order to spot
misinformation, catch rumors and debunk myths evolving online and offline about
COVID-19, hate speech and victim blaming as well as the perception of the local population
of the international community.
Since 1 February 2021, public reactions on social media on the military takeover and the
aftermath have also become part of the monitoring effort. The views portrayed in the
report are not the views of the RCH, but a collection of voices raised online by a wide range
of people (local and international), properly quoted and referenced with links and

screenshots in order to summarize the discussions and give an impression of the mood
and the tone of the discussions on social media.
Note: The use of profanity, colloquial language, calls for violence and hate speech is quite
common in social media in Myanmar. The English translations in the daily social media
monitoring reports are as close as possible to the original language, terms and tone used in
the Myanmar language posts/comments.
Most local and national media in Myanmar still avoid the term ‘Rohingya” in their reporting
- as do most of the commentators on social media. Whenever the term ‘Muslim’ is used to
avoid the term ‘Rohingya’ in reporting and comments, the Rakhine Communication Hub
(RCH) does not change the term in the translation. In all other circumstances, the RCH uses
the term ‘Rohingya’ when referring to members of the Rohingya community in Rakhine or
across the border in Bangladesh.
All issues of the Rakhine Social Media Monitoring reports are archived here.

